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was far more meaningful when it revolved 
around George Washington, and schools were 
able to focus on his sterling example of char-
acter and leadership. We look forward to the 
day, when once again, February 22 is marked 
by patriotic festivities and lessons about the 
life of George Washington, which can teach 
and inspire American leaders of today and 
tomorrow. 

As our nation’s foremost founding father, 
Washington is relevant to each new genera-
tion because his prominent character 
traits—undaunted courage, unabashed patri-
otism, reasoned judgment, a profound sense 
of civic responsibility, and a deep, selfless 
commitment to country—never go out of 
style. Educating the children of America 
about the life and leadership of George Wash-
ington is an important investment in the fu-
ture of our nation. 

Your efforts are particularly important be-
cause as noted author and historian David 
McCullough has said many times, we are 
‘‘raising a generation of historically illit-
erate children.’’ Surveys and focus groups 
over the years tell us that most Americans— 
particularly young Americans—know the 
face of Washington because they see it every 
day on their dollars and quarters, but they 
don’t know much more about him. 

Why should we be concerned? Because 
George Washington was the most important, 
the most effective, the most powerful leader 
of our nation’s founding era, and the shining 
example of his life is needed today more than 
ever. 

To those like you who know and respect 
George Washington, it is crystal clear that 
many today have drifted so far from his 
standards of leadership that there is a real 
cause for concern for the future of our na-
tion. We believe that George Washington is 
the best example of leadership and character 
the nation has ever known; therefore, it is 
our duty, our responsibility and our privilege 
to teach today’s leaders and young people 
about George Washington’s leadership with 
the hope that they will follow in his foot-
steps. Your legislation will be a significant 
step in that direction. 

For example, a most compelling lesson for 
young people today is that George Wash-
ington served in the three most important 
leadership roles in the founding era. Quite 
remarkably, the Father of our Country was 
selected for each of these jobs unanimously, 
and, contrary to the common practice of the 
day, he gave up power and walked away from 
each of the positions despite strong support 
for him not to do so. 

First, as Commander-in-Chief of the Conti-
nental Army, he surmounted incredible odds, 
never took a day off in eight years of battle, 
and emerged victorious. But perhaps Wash-
ington’s greatest moment came when he 
halted an attempt by his officers to over-
throw the civilian government and make 
him king. He then resigned from the mili-
tary entirely and returned to his life as a 
farmer at Mount Vernon. 

With this resignation, Washington actually 
established a new definition of power. Before 
George Washington the road map was for 
great leaders to gain as much power as pos-
sible and keep it. But Washington truly be-
lieved in the concept of liberty—where the 
power rests with the people. He taught the 
world how to relinquish power—what an im-
portant lesson for the leaders of today. 

Less than four years after his return to 
Mount Vernon, Washington was drafted to be 
President of the Constitutional Convention— 
because only he could bring the delegates to-
gether. He was elected as our first President 
and after serving two terms—he exited. He 
could have been elected again and again but 
he peacefully transferred power dem-
onstrating that democracy really works. 

Celebration of George Washington’s Birth-
day on February 22 will help restore the posi-
tion of the Father of Our Country as ‘‘First 
in War, First in Peace, and First in the 
Hearts of his Countrymen,’’ as Light-Horse 
Harry Lee said so many years ago. George 
Washington’s sterling example of character 
and leadership provides the opportunity to 
refresh and inspire our country as we face 
formidable challenges both at home and 
abroad. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES C. REES, 

President. 
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IN HONOR OF JAMES H. TROUT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor James H. Trout who is being honored 
as a 2011 Father of the Year by the Father’s 
Day Council of Northeastern Ohio and the 
American Diabetes Association. 

Mr. Trout is the Executive Vice President of 
Acme Fresh Market Stores, serving on its 
Board of Directors and its Executive Com-
mittee. He has been with Acme Stores since 
1973, working in a number of different capac-
ities in increasingly important roles, serving as 
Director of General Merchandise, Senior Di-
rector of Merchandising, and Vice President of 
Sales and Merchandising. 

Mr. Trout and his wife, Debbie, are the 
proud parents of two children—Jennifer, 31, 
and Jeff, 29—and one grandchild. Jim and 
Debbie currently reside in Suffield, where they 
are active in their community. Mr. Trout, 
former President of the Suffield Jaycees, also 
serves as a trustee for the F.W. Albrecht Fam-
ily Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring James H. Trout, a hardworking 
and industrious man, and a wonderful hus-
band, father and grandfather, on the occasion 
of his recognition as Father’s Day Council’s 
Father of the Year 2011. 

f 

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF 
MS. CONNIE FERRIS BAILEY 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career and achievements of Ms. 
Connie Ferris Bailey, Executive Director of 
Operation Fresh Start, OFS, as she retires 
from her esteemed position after 34 years of 
service. 

OFS was founded in 1970 and provides 
young offenders and high school dropouts with 
opportunities to learn basic work skills, pre-
pare for high school equivalency exams, and 
secure employment. Furthermore, OFS 
stresses the importance of giving back to the 
community by renovating housing into safe, 
energy-efficient, affordable homes for low-in-
come families. Over the past forty years OFS 
has built over 215 quality homes. 

It is undoubtedly because of Connie’s tire-
less leadership and energy that OFS is what 
it is today. In 1979, three years after joining 

OFS, Connie assumed the role of Executive 
Director. Under her tutelage OFS expanded 
annual enrollment to over 150 youth and fo-
cused on helping participants achieve self-suf-
ficiency and become contributing citizens of 
the community. Connie’s dedication to building 
a sustainable future and continuing Wiscon-
sin’s proud environmental legacy led OFS to 
begin providing conservation and stewardship 
services in and around Dane County in 1980. 
Additionally, since 2005, OFS builds new 
homes to meet or exceed Wisconsin Energy 
Star standards. 

Connie transformed lives of at-risk youth in 
Madison, Dane County, and across Wisconsin. 
To date, OFS has served over 7,000 people. 
Eighty-five percent of participants are between 
the ages of 16–24 and 80 percent complete 
the goals of the program. Studies show that 
an astounding 60–65 percent of graduates re-
main self-sufficient. These numbers only begin 
to explain why the OFS model that Connie 
helped shape is so successful. It is not sur-
prising that, in 1998, then Governor Tommy 
Thompson was eager to work with Connie to 
establish Wisconsin Fresh Start, WFS, a net-
work of non-profit agencies operating under 
the OFS model that provide services aimed at 
increasing self-esteem and self-sufficiency of 
troubled youth. Today, WFS includes 9 agen-
cies in 12 communities around the state and 
OFS continues to provide technical assistance 
to WFS. 

Over the years, Connie held every employ-
ment title within OFS, highlighting how vital 
each position is to the program’s overall suc-
cess. It is an understatement to say that 
Connie has been and forever will be an invalu-
able asset to OFS and our community as a 
whole. Her emphasis on the value of hard 
work, respect, and self-worth and her recogni-
tion of potential in each and every person 
makes her an inspirational role model. Thank-
fully, although Connie is retiring, she will con-
tinue to provide essential technical assistance 
to new Youthbuild USA programs throughout 
the Midwest. People like Connie and programs 
like Operation Fresh Start are yet another rea-
son I am so proud to represent the Second 
Congressional District of Wisconsin. I join 
those across Wisconsin, the Midwest, and our 
great Nation in thanking Ms. Connie Ferris 
Bailey for her lifetime of service. 
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CONGRATULATING GEORGE DAW-
SON MIDDLE SCHOOL ON BEING 
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE 
NATION’S TOP 100 SCHOOLS TO 
WATCH 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate George Dawson 
Middle School in Southlake, TX for being rec-
ognized as one of the Nation’s Top 100 
Schools to Watch. George Dawson was cho-
sen for its academic excellence, develop-
mental responsiveness to students and ability 
to provide students with the resources, teach-
ers and support they need. 

Sponsored by The National Forum To Ac-
celerate Middle Grades Reform, the Schools 
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